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The 24th International Ornithological Congress (Hamburg, 12 – 20 August 
2006), presided by Prof. Jacques Blondel, delivered 12 plenary lectures, 48 
symposia, 32 additional oral sessions, posters, and round table discussions with 
a total of more than 1100 contributions.  The congress considered all aspects of 
avian biology, from theoretical research to applied conservation science.  
Conservation biology received considerable attention, with no less than 13 
symposia, plenary lectures, two evening events, and numerous posters dealing 
directly with conservation related issues, and the impacts of global changes on 
birds.   
 

The congress provided a forum for cutting-edge ornithological studies, 
including an increased emphasis of how multidisciplinary biology can be 
integrated.  Two consecutive presentations on the final day were critically 
relevant to the work of IdOU. Focusing on the conservation of two-thirds of the 
world’s species of birds – those found in the narrow tropical zone - both 
speakers (Prof Najvot Sodhi and Nigel Collar) independently gave the same 
message. Of all countries in the world, Indonesia is in the biggest trouble. It has 
more threatened species than any other country – due to very high levels of 
endemism and the combined effects of deforestation and trade, both ‘legal’ and 
illegal. The proposed solutions, not surprisingly, included greater education 
from schools through to government on the need to conserve biodiversity, and 
greater law enforcement for illegal loggers and wildlife traffickers.    
 
Many presentations reflected the growing importance of phylogenetic studies, 
benchmarking approaches that scientists from developing countries, especially 
Indonesia, need to adapt to.  Whereas Indonesian research institutions have 
excellent molecular biology capacities including primates and amphibians 
(e.g.respectively Indonesian Institute of Sciences, U. Indonesia, and Institute 
Technology Bandung), the relevant expertise for studies on bird evolution and 
taxonomy still need to be developed.  
 
The congress also resulted in the commitment to establish the International 
Federation of Ornithologists.  A plenary discussion involving executives of both 
IOC and BirdLife International recognised the complimentary work of the 
federation, focusing on science, and BirdLife, focusing on conservation. 
 
A meeting was held for all parties interested in re-mobilizing  the currently 
dormant Pan Asian Ornithologist’s forum.  The meeting agreed that a regular 



Pan Asian forum could be very beneficial in enabling increased sharing of 
resources between Asian countries (citing the successful example of Asian 
Raptor Research and Conservation Network), marshalling funds for 
participants from Asian developing nations, and promoting and levering the 
Asian interests within the IOC.   Prof. Hafiz Yahya from India kindly agreed to 
serve as the forum’s coordinator.   
 
The 24th also featured ornithological societies in its poster sessions, including 
those from Myanmar and Russia.  IdOU is relatively advanced, in terms of 
growing members of keen ornithologists, the rate of activities, international 
engagements, and perhaps most importantly, encouraging members to help, 
rather than compete, with each other, to achieve progress together.   
 
The next IOC will be held in Brazil during 2010.  Indonesia will receive a great 
honour as Prof Somadikarta, the sole surviving member of Asia’s first 
generation of great ornithologists, will be appointed Honorary President to the 
25th IOC.  Prof Somadikarta also successfully nominated two IdOU members to 
become new members of the IOC, namely Dewi Prawiradilaga and Mochamad 
Indrawan.  
 
 
Three IdOU members attended the IOC, namely Prof. Somadikarta, Richard 
Noske, and Mochamad Indrawan.  Two Indonesian posters were presented, 
namely ‘Milestones and lessons learned from the establishment of Indonesian 
Ornithologists’ Union’ (M. Indrawan, S. Somadikarta, I. Setiawan, B. van Balen, 
and A. Supratna);  and ‘Avifaunal distribution and endemism in the Togian 
Islands, Gulf of Tomini, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia (M. Indrawan, S. 
Somadikarta, J. Supriatna, D.T. Iskandar). 
 
Abstracts of the 24th IOC papers are published in Journal of Ornithology - Vol. 1, 
147, Number 5, Suppl.1, August 2006), a copy of which can be accessed at the 
IdOU Secretariate.   Plenaries will be printed as a supplement to Journal of 
Ornithology. Keynote presentations and selected oral contributions to symposia 
will be published as an online supplement to Journal of Ornithology. 

 
The presentation of the posters as IdOU participation was supported by the 
complementary funds from the IOC Committee, PILI, IdOU, and IdOU – US 
NAMRU (Naval Medical Research Unit) Avian Influenza research 
collaboration. For the future the IOC is planning to establish funds through the 
soon to be established International Federation of Ornithologists’ that will allow 
more scientists from developing countries to attend and participate in the IOC. 




